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makeindex -s gind.ist -o 〈package〉.ind \
〈package〉.idx

makeindex -s gglo.ist -o 〈package〉.gls \
〈package〉.glo

Figure 16: Commands for producing an index and a
change history

Figure 16 to convert the .idx file to a typeset index
(.ind) and the .glo file to a typeset change history
(.gls).

3.8 Additional notes about comments

Program comments should not be written between
\begin{macrocode} and \end{macrocode} because
everything within a macrocode environment is type-
set as code, not as formatted text. (Figure 13 shows
the proper way to include inline code comments.)
However, it is possible to write comments that are
not typeset at all (e.g., for documenting a macro
definition that is part of the user documentation, not
of the package itself), In fact, all combinations of
“visible in the user documentation” and “visible in
the .sty file” are possible. Table 1 summarizes the
techniques for achieving each of these combinations.

Table 1: Comment visibility

Appears Appears Mechanismin docs in .sty

N N % ˆˆA 〈comment〉
N Y % \iffalse

%% 〈comment〉
% \fi

Y N % 〈comment〉
Y Y %% 〈comment〉

4 Concluding remarks

The advantage of using.ins and .dtx files is that
they encapsulate not only the LATEX-readable pack-
age code but also a human-readable description of
the code. Unlike typical, text-only program com-
ments, documentation produced from.ins and .dtx

files can take advantage of all of LATEX’s typesetting
power— sectioning, cross-references, figures, tables,
mathematics, etc. — coupled with automatic index-
ing of all macro and environment definitions and
uses and automatically pretty-printed code listings.
Because of their ability to facilitate the production
of immensely readable package documentation,.ins
and .dtx files are the most popular way to distribute
LATEX packages and represent a technique that all
LATEX package writers should strongly consider using
for their own packages.
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